October 2020 Newsletter

Message from the Board
This month’s message from the Board comes from our

The ACC conducted 18 site visits to date, focused on

Architectural Control Committee. As a Board we want our

requests dealing with outbuildings (storage shed or

residents to be familiar and comfortable with the diﬀerent

garage), painting, garden, and landscaping. While ACC has

entities that keep the neighborhood running smoothly.

30 days to review a homeowner request, our turnaround

Please read the message below to learn more about how

time for a request is typically less than 1 week, which I am

to get approval for exterior projects on your property.

very thankful to the team to give their time to review each
and every request in a complete and timely manner.

Greetings from Jason Skurcenski, Chairman of the
Architectural Control Committee (ACC)! Clay, Wayne, and I

I have learned a lot since moving into the ACC Chairman

have had a very busy spring and summer reviewing many

role in April 2020 and wanted to share a few tips when

submitted homeowner improvements. It has been great to

you’re considering a modiﬁcation to the exterior of your

see the pride and commitment our residents have in

property –

keeping their homes and landscaping in top shape.
Chapparal is a very unique neighborhood and I enjoy living
here very much.
Through September 2020, the ACC handled 72 requests.
The majority of the requests fell into four primary areas –
landscaping (15), painting (15), new roofs (10), and window
replacement (8). Other areas of note included fence
repair/installation (5), deck updates (3), and new garage
construction (4). Depending on the request, a site visit may
be required for us to speak with the homeowner to learn

1.

Review the Chapparal ACC form located on
our website. It contains information on what
to submit for each type of request. For
example, if you’re painting your home, please
provide speciﬁcs related to brand, color, links
to website with your proposed colors,
indicate what is being painted with what
color (ﬁeld, trim, doors, etc.), and photos of
the home.

more about the project and ask questions.
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2. Submit the Chapparal ACC form to chapparalacc@gmail.com. Please make sure to provide all information required
for your request, either included in the ACC form or as additional attachments. This will expedite the review of your
request.
3. Monitor your email for ACC response. ACC handles the majority of its work via email. If additional information is
required, clariﬁcations are needed, or a site visit is necessary, ACC will communicate with you via email.
4. Submit photos of your completed project to the ACC. We are working to close the loop with homeowners to ensure
the request was completed as approved. Providing ACC 2-3 photos once your project is complete is appreciated.
Thanks again for your help and cooperation in keeping our neighborhood one of the best in the Denver metro area!
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View from Chapparal: Smoke-Filled Denver Basin
by Ginger H. Robinson, October 1, 2020

Black-Billed Magpie Harasses Hooting Great Horned Owl
by Ginger H. Robinson, September 22, 2020
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Chapparal 480 HOA Meeting
September 14, 2020
In attendance: Wayne Lauer, Kyle Kucharski, Jane Kucharski, Gordon Peterson, Kim Martinez, Doyle Tinkey, Jim
Noon, Cathy Noon, Ernie Sampias, Sue Sampias. Board members: Dan Hartman, Mary Ann Neumann, Jason
Skurcenski, Pam Daiss-Sitzmann, Sarah Terwilligar.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm, and a quorum was established with all board members present.
Introductions
Review/Approve Minutes of the July 13, 2020 HOA Meeting
A motion was made and seconded to approve the July minutes, and the motion was voted on and passed by
unanimous consent.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Neumann reviewed the year-to-date balance sheet and income statement YTD, noting that the
ﬁnancials were previously emailed to the Board for review. Treasurer Neumann noted that there are some
expenses that she has incurred for supplies, postage, and the website hosting fee that have not yet been
posted. She noted that a cosigner is required on the reimbursement check and that has been delayed due to
social distancing and COVID precautions.
A resident asked if all Waste Management dues have been paid for the year. Treasurer Neumann shared that
payments are made quarterly, so the 4th quarter payment is still to come. Treasurer Neumann noted that the
RMO fee that was estimated at the beginning of the year has been lower than expected, and that the HOA will
credit that diﬀerence back to homeowners next year.
Treasurer Neumann shared that the HOA taxes were paid including $18 in federal tax and $7 in state tax. This
tax liability is a result of interest earned on the HOA money market account.
A resident thanked Mary Ann for her great work negotiating the Waste Management contract this year.
A motion was made and seconded to approve the ﬁnancials as presented and passed with unanimous
consent.
Solar Policy
President Hartman shared that the draft Solar Policy is now posted on the HOA website in the governing
documents, proposed documents section. It was also e-blasted out to the community. President Hartman
opened the meeting to public comment regarding the proposed solar policy.
A resident noted that section 2G and 3G were identical and asked if there was a reason for the redundancy.
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•

A resident noted that section 2G and 3G were identical and asked if there was a reason for the
redundancy.
⁃

•

President Hartman shared that the reasoning had been that the statement was applicable to
both sections.

A resident asked why 8 ft was listed as the height limit.
⁃

President Hartman stated that it was based on information from a recent solar application
noting rough numbers allowing for 2 ft oﬀ the ground, a 4 ft solar panel and a 2 ft additional
allowance
⁃

A resident suggested that the minimum necessary height should be the limit
⁃

•

A resident asked why in evaluation criteria D, only 1 electric vehicle is permitted.
⁃

•

A resident suggested wording “number of electric vehicles registered to the household” as a
possible replacement

A resident noted a typo: “changing” should be “charging”
⁃

•

The Board will consider the language of this section

President Hartman corrected the spelling on the document

A resident noted a date error: “Eﬀective date 2015”
⁃

President Hartman corrected the date on the document

•

A resident noted the phrase “No exterior wiring or ground mounted systems should be visible from
the street or open areas adjacent to the lot” in section 6C, and asked if it could just be screened.

•

A resident suggested adding a statement to the document “as amended by state law”, so that the
document does not have to be constantly revised as law changes.

President Hartment shared that the goal is for the solar policy to be completed so that a vote can be done at
the meeting on November 9th to accept it.
Architectural Control Committee Report
ACC Chairman Jason Skurcenski reported that the ACC has had 68 requests YTD: 59 approved, 3 pending, 6
expired. The requests have been primarily paint (15), landscape (14), roofs (8), and windows (7). He also noted
that the ACC has completed 18 site visits, which they typically do on Monday evenings.
Covenant Report
President Hartman shared that a new covenant enforcement drive around the neighborhood has been
completed noting around 60 violations. He noted that there are many dead trees (about 40 of the violations)
and that the Board plans to send out an e-blast regarding those. He noted that about 20 enforcement letters
need to be sent out and that they are mostly 2nd letters, which carry a ﬁne. He encouraged homeowners to
reach out to the Board if they have questions, and noted that violations are always veriﬁed with multiple
observations.
A resident thanked the HOA Board for volunteering.
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Community Events
Sleigh Ride Event - There will be no sleigh ride event this year due to COVID. The Board is considering other
options for community events including holiday craft bags or postponing until Spring. The Board welcomes
thoughts on these decisions from the community.
Chapparal Metro District Report
President Hartman gave the CMD report. He noted that an e-blast went out to the neighborhood announcing
that a local swim team will be practicing at our pool from September to October 4th. This will bring in some
revenue to help oﬀset the cost for replacement of the heater for the large pool. The anticipated revenue is
$5,000 - $7,000, and the heater replacement will be $27,000 + shipping and is expected to be installed early
2021. He noted that the swim team has no clubhouse access and will use the gate. Jim Noon highlighted that
their use of the pool has no eﬀect on homeowner use as the pool was closing to homeowners anyway as we
are at the end of the season and no lifeguards are available to staﬀ it.
President Hartman shared that a new company is taking over repairs of the gate at the parking lot entrance
and that ACWWA is sharing the cost of the repairs. Also noted is that the wood fence in the pool area is
needing repair and that ﬁnishes are being tested now.
President Hartman also shared that as part of adding the new lock system at the pool, internet access was
added and they eventually plan to oﬀer free internet at the pool for the residents using a mesh network. This
was put on hold this summer due to COVID gathering restrictions.
A resident asked what the pool rental rate is for the swim team. Jim Noon responded that the contract has 4
or 5 clauses in it including multiple variables. For example, paying for heating the pool even if they don’t show
up and swim.
CENCON Report
Doyle Tinkey gave the CENCON report. He noted that the streets were swept on schedule. Cathy Noon gave an
update on airport noise and noted that more noise might be noted as air traﬃc picks back up. She shared
that there is a hotline through Centennial Airport that you can contact with complaints. She also highlighted
that Saturday was the city’s 20th birthday.
Entrance Update
President Hartman shared that construction of retaining walls at the west entrance has been rescheduled to
the end of September due to a weather delay. They have also received one preliminary bid for landscaping
including plants and sod. Additional landscaping bids have been postponed until the retaining walls are
completed.
A resident noted that the ﬂowers are beautiful and suggested that future plantings at the entrances be
shorter so that the Chapparal letters are not hidden,
New Business
The current proposed date for Dumpster Day is October 3rd, from 10am-2pm.
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A resident asked if it will be coordinated with a shredding event. The Board replied that it will not, but noted
that scheduling did take into account the school Fall Break.
A resident asked if the Board has considered adding a wood chipper to the event. It was noted that Antelope
has done this and charges homeowners a fee. The Board will seek feedback from Antelope on this process.
A resident asked if the Board has considered a trash truck instead of dumpsters as they can compact the trash
and take more.
Pam and Doug Sitzmann volunteered to help with Dumpster Day on October 3rd.
Public Comment
A resident referred back to the solar policy discussion and noted that based on recent projects, a maximum
height of 44 inches oﬀ the ground is all that was required.
A resident suggested reaching out to IREA for a referral to an independent contractor to advise on necessary
height for solar panel installation
A resident suggested checking to see what the city will permit to inform the height limit for solar panels
Treasurer Neumann noted that there have been many requests for letters for home reﬁnance letters this year
and that if HOA dues have not been paid it will be noted on those letters.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:21 pm.

Next Meeting: Monday, November 9, 2020 at 7pm via Zoom
Meeting details will be emailed
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Puffed-Up Male House Finch in Chaparral's Summer Snowstorm
by Ginger H. Robinson, September 8, 2020

Praying Mantis in the Garden (Macro Lens)
by Ginger H. Robinson, August 27, 2020
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CMD Corner
Unique Chapparal Pool Season
This year has been full of unique challenges and operating our pool was no exception. We opened
the day a!er Memorial Day, following receipt of the ﬁnal State and County guidance. There were a
number of limitations and protocols to follow. Our pool managers, Front Range Recreation and
their life guards did a fantastic job preparing for the opening and operating the pool all summer.
The CMD would also like to thank our residents for their patience and understanding throughout
this challenging season.
While there were challenges, the CMD had an opportunity to rent the pool to a local swim team.
The hours didn’t conﬂict with normal resident swim times and we were able to use the unexpected
funds to partially oﬀset the expense of replacing the pool’s heater.
Upgrades to Chapparal Entrances on Arapahoe Road
While the entrances generally look great we identiﬁed the need for some speciﬁc improvements.
The three functional improvements were ﬁrst, stop the erosion; second, prevent water from pooling
in low areas; and third, mitigate the steepness of the slopes. The work on the east entrance has
been completed and the work of the west entrance was recently started. These improvements will
enhance the look as well as allow for safer mowing and more practical landscaping maintenance.
Landscaping plans will be ﬁnalized over the winter months and completed next year. Our very own
Ken Brunk has been doing a great job planning, negotiating, and managing the work. Many, many
thanks to Ken!
Changing Seasons
It’s hard to believe the pool has been closed for over a month and we’ve already had our ﬁrst snow of
the season. Still, even with the change of seasons, we want to remind everyone that the tennis
courts are open all year. The sun does a pretty good job of keeping the courts clear of snow for our
tennis and pickle ball players.
CMD Information
The CMD holds its regular meetings at 3 PM on the second Tuesday of the month. Please check our
web site below for the latest information on our meeting location or meeting link.
For the latest information and news as well as archived documents, please visit the CMD web site at:
https://www.colorado.gov/paciﬁc/chapparalmd

Directory
Chapparal HOA Board of Directors
Dan Hartman: President

chapparalhoapresident@gmail.com

303-884-8598

Sarah Terwilligar: Secretary

chapparalhoasecretary@gmail.com

408-314-8113

Mary Ann Neumann: Treasurer

chapparalhoatreasurer@gmail.com

303-690-6823

Pam Daiss-Sitzmann: VP

chapparalhoavicepresident@gmail.com

720-935-2213

Jason Skurcenski: Director

chapparalhoadirector@gmail.com

720-635-4057

Architectural Control Committee
Jason Skurcenski: Chairman

chapparalacc@gmail.com

720-635-4057

Tom Lash: President

tom.lash@comcast.net

303-617-9911

LuAnn Tinkey: Vice President

luann@tinkey.com

720-273-8157

Jim Noon: Secretary/Treasurer

jimnoon@centennialcontainer.com

303-906-3658

Dan Hartman: Asst. Secretary

dan.hartman2@comcast.net

303-884-8598

Roger Bane: Director

rjbane@aol.com

707-310-9181

Chapparal Metro District
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