September 2020 Newsletter

Message from the Board
We hope this message ﬁnds all of our residents healthy

not submitted for approval.

and safe. With the children back in school, it seems as if
our community, state and nation are returning a little bit

Recently, while collecting information about covenant

to “normalcy”. We hope everyone enjoyed spending time

violations, the Board has observed and identiﬁed almost

at the pool this summer, and that you were able to get

40 homes in the neighborhood that have completely dead

away for a safe “vacation” with your families. Before long,

trees, or trees that are almost dead, which is considered to

the snow may return – oh wait, that’s already happened

be a covenant violation, if the dead trees are not promptly

this year!! It was a bit of a blessing though with all of the

removed. We have decided to give the community about

beneﬁcial moisture for our extremely parched yards and

30 days to identify and remove dead or dying trees on

gardens.

their property. Please watch for an email to the
community on this topic. After the 30 days has passed, the

In this newsletter, we have several topics that we want to

Board will begin issuing covenant violation letters for the

touch on. First, we would again like to remind and strongly

dead trees still remaining.

emphasize to all owners that any and all exterior changes
to your home or property need to be submitted for

On a related topic, we plan to host a Fall Cleanup

approval to our Architectural Control Committee (ACC)

Weekend again this year, with dumpsters from Waste

before any work begins. This rule also applies to any

Management. Please watch for an email for the details on

landscaping changes and “structures” or additions to the

the day and time, which had not been established by the

landscaped portion of your property, or the portions of

date of this newsletter.

your property that are left in a natural state. If you fail to
do this and the changes do not conform to what is in our

The Board is still in the process of making a decision about

documents, it could be very expensive to have to remove

whether or not to host our Annual Sleigh Ride Event. This

or redo these changes. The Board and the ACC have

event is usually held on the ﬁrst Sunday of December. We

observed several changes recently to properties that were

have to take many things into consideration, including
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health regulations, State recommendations, and how our volunteers might be impacted. We will keep you informed.
Also, the Board has been unable to reserve a room yet with the Cherry Creek School District. It is possible we might be
able to do so at a later date. With that information, we will be holding our Monday, September 14, 2020 meeting at 7:00
p.m. virtually, via Zoom. You should be receiving information soon about how to join this meeting.
We hope you enjoy your Fall, and please know that the Board is always here to answer your questions and listen to your
concerns.
The Chapparal 480 Homeowners’ Association Board of Directors
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Here's What a Baby Northern Flicker Looks Like
by Ginger H. Robinson, June 2, 2020

First Columbine (Aquilegia) to Bloom
by Ginger H. Robinson, May 17, 2020
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Chapparal 480 HOA Meeting
July 13, 2020
In attendance: Jim Noon, Kent Sellers, Rolayne Sellers, Chris Gustafson, Jennifer Knotts, Tom Lash, Chelce
Griese, Tom Rentzios, Carmen Rentzios, Doyle Tinkey, LuAnn Tinkey, Wayne Lauer, Roger Bane, Mason
Whitney, Miriam Whitney, Jim Suss, Judy Suss, Gordon Peterson. Board members: Dan Hartman, Mary Ann
Neumann, Jason Skurcenski, Pam Daiss-Sitzmann, Sarah Terwilligar.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm, and a quorum was established with four board members
present. Vice-President Pam Daiss-Sitzmann joined the meeting a few minutes later.
Introductions
Review/Approve Minutes of the May 11, 2020 HOA Meeting
A motion was made and seconded to approve the May minutes, and the motion was voted on and passed by
unanimous consent.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Neumann reviewed the year-to-date balance sheet and income statement through July 2020 that
was previously emailed to the Board. Treasurer Neumann highlighted that she processed 9 status letters at a
cost of $150 each to the homeowner, as well as 5 reﬁ-letters YTD. She also noted that trash expenses,
speciﬁcally the RMO oﬀset, this year have been coming in lower than expected, so there may be a reduction in
trash dues next year. Treasurer Neumann stated that the 2019 tax returns are ﬁnished and will be ﬁled by the
July 15 deadline.
Invalid Trailer Exemptions
The Board is aware of invalid exemptions to the neighborhood trailer policy that some homeowners have in
their possession that were generated by Board members in years past. There is currently a home for sale in
our neighborhood that is advertised as allowing open trailer and RV storage on the property. There has been
no response from the listing agent to contact from the Board regarding this inaccurate advertisement, and the
HOA attorney will be sending a letter this week to address this issue.
Solar Policy
The draft Solar Policy is currently with the attorney for review. The Board will share it with the community
when revisions are complete and plan to discuss it and take public comment at the next meeting. The Board
will follow the new policy and procedures guidelines in adopting this new policy.
Architectural Control Committee Report
Jason Skurcenski reported that the ACC completed 3 site visits just tonight. There have been 50 requests YTD,
with 37 approved and 3 in review, 7 pending and waiting on additional information or response from the
homeowner, and 3 expired. The majority of the requests have been landscape related, painting, windows,
roofs, fence and decks.
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Covenant Report
President Hartman shared that around 20 covenant enforcement letters were sent out in February, and 33
letters were sent on June 10. As of last week, 23 of those issues were resolved, 2 were on hold as the
homeowner contacted the HOA with special circumstances and a plan, 2 violations from February were
resolved, and 24 violations were outstanding and due to receive a second letter. President Hartman shared
that the Board is writing a new 2nd and 3rd letter form.
A Homeowner asked what the HOA Board can do if homeowners do not comply with citations from the Board.
The Boards replied that there are 3 letters that are sent and then the violation is turned over to the HOA
attorney, the city or county can be involved if there are code violations, we can post ﬁnes, we can place a
covenant lien on the property which can hamper the sale, and that the outstanding violations also show on
reﬁnance status letters.
Community Events
Spring Cleanup/Dumpster Day - This event was organized by Don Ewigleben on May 16th. 46 families made
use of the dumpsters before they ﬁlled up. Thank you to Don Ewigleben for organizing this event and to David
Fletcher and Ken Brunk who volunteered the day of the event.
4th of July - We were unable to host the regular parade, BBQ and pool party due to COVID restrictions. We
are keeping our options open to possibly do a community event later in the summer if restrictions change.
Sleigh Ride Event - We are beginning discussion regarding how this event might look this year and will update
the community as we move forward.
Chapparal Metro District Report
Roger Bane gave the CMD update. He noted that residents are now able to use the pool without reservations.
The pool is open daily 10-3, 3:30-8, and the kiddie pool is now also open.
Tom Lash shared an update regarding the entrances. Drainage at the entrances have been corrected, but the
west entrance needs work to resolve grading issues with the slope. This project will involve terraces and
landscaping walls. The CMD approval vote for this project is scheduled for tomorrow. This project is expected
to take about 1 month to complete. CMD is also looking at continuing landscaping for both entrances
including rock, sod, and borders.
Ken Brunk is currently working on getting bids. Currently plan to see how native grasses grow over the
summer to inform landscaping decisions.
A homeowner asked if the HOA can contribute to the landscaping at the entrances. The Board replied that it is
not part of our current budget but can be considered. The CMD shared that they are not at a stage to identify
a speciﬁc need yet or a cost for HOA to contribute to.
A homeowner asked if the gas grills at the pool are available to the public to use. President Hartman replied
that he will ask at the CMD meeting tomorrow.
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President Hartman also shared that as part of adding the new lock system at the pool, internet access was
added and they eventually plan to oﬀer free internet at the pool for the residents using a mesh network. This
was put on hold this summer due to COVID gathering restrictions.
CENCON Report
Doyle Tinkey gave the CENCON report. CENCON is a committee where every community sends a
representative each month to a meeting where there are representatives from the sheriﬀ’s department, parks
department, and library and they give updates on what is happening in the community.
Doyle shared that street sweeping is scheduled for September 11-14. They are also looking for volunteers for
the Centennial Public Safety Advisory Group, and signups are available on the Arapahoe County Sheriﬀ’s
website. Additionally the city has $205,000 available for housing assistance which can be applied for through
the city. Lastly, they are looking for 50 volunteers to do shopping and food delivery for seniors and sign-ups
are available on the city’s website under the Senior Commission.
New Business
A resident shared that there have been issues at the pool including someone setting oﬀ ﬁreworks on the
tennis courts. There was no permanent damage but a mess was left. Thank you to Roger Bane for cleaning
up!
Public Comment
A resident asked if there are plans to create a list of what will be considered “harmonious with the
neighborhood”. The Board replied that there is no plan for that as it would be impossible to quantify that in a
list, but the current approach for management is that all projects are to be approved by the ACC ahead of time
and that the ACC makes the determination of “harmonious”. For areas that commonly come up as areas of
concern, that HOA will consider writing policy clariﬁcations.
A homeowner referred back to the invalid trailer exemptions and asked if it would be easier to just allow
storage of an RV, trailer, or boat rather than try to pull those exemptions back. The Board replied that to
change the covenants it would require 67% vote. A follow-up question
was asked if the RV is being used as COVID quarters if enforcement would present an undue hardship. The
Board replied that speciﬁc cases related to that could be addressed with the Board individually if needed.
A resident asked how many of the invalid trailer exemptions are out in the community. President Hartman
noted that he was aware of 3 individual ones that he had seen and that he heard second hand that there was
a blanket exemption for the whole neighborhood that had been put out as well. The Board has consulted with
the HOA attorney and none of the exemptions were legally created.
A resident asked if the City of Centennial would ever consider putting in curbs and gutters. The Board and
another resident shared that there is no stormwater system in our neighborhood or at Arapahoe road for us
to tie into. We are considered a rural community. The resident was encouraged to reach out to the city with
maintenance concerns. The ditches in front of the houses are part of SEMSWA, but residents maintain them. A
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resident reported that SEMSWA has assisted with repairs of drainage ditches.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.

Next Meeting: Monday, September 14, 2020 at 7pm via Zoom
Meeting details will be emailed
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View from Chapparal: The Denver Basin, Mt. Evans (Elev. 14,265')
by Ginger H. Robinson, May 20, 2020

Iridescent Bee Gathering Pollen in a Wild Rose (Rosa woodsii)
by Ginger H. Robinson, June 2, 2020
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Directory
Chapparal HOA Board of Directors
Dan Hartman: President

chapparalhoapresident@gmail.com

303-884-8598

Sarah Terwilligar: Secretary

chapparalhoasecretary@gmail.com

408-314-8113

Mary Ann Neumann: Treasurer

chapparalhoatreasurer@gmail.com

303-690-6823

Pam Daiss-Sitzmann: VP

chapparalhoavicepresident@gmail.com

720-935-2213

Jason Skurcenski: Director

chapparalhoadirector@gmail.com

720-635-4057

Architectural Control Committee
Jason Skurcenski: Chairman

chapparalacc@gmail.com

720-635-4057

Tom Lash: President

tom.lash@comcast.net

303-617-9911

Jim Noon: Secretary/Treasurer

jimnoon@centennialcontainer.com

303-906-3658

Dan Hartman: Asst. Secretary

dan.hartman2@comcast.net

303-884-8598

LuAnn Tinkey: Asst. Secretary

luann@tinkey.com

720-273-8157

Chapparal Metro District
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